Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 200289 
ORIGIN AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 IO-13 ISO-OO SS-15 NSC-05 SY-05 USSS-00 
PRS-01 /050R 

DRAFTED BY AF/E:PGSMITH:JJ 
APPROVED BY AF:WCHARROP 
AF/I:T,SHT IRTT.F.FF (DRAFT) 

AF/E:RPOST (DRAFT) 

IO/ML: WKRIEBEL 
S/S:RPACE 

017321 231429Z/43 

R 231355Z AUG 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
AMEMBASSY PORT LOUIS 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 200289 
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SUBJECT: PRIME MINISTER RAMGOOLAM'S REQUEST TO MEET WITH 
PRESIDENT CARTER DURING UNGA 

REF: A. USUN 2655; B. PORT LOUIS 870 AND PREVIOUS; 

C. USUN 2625; D. SMITH TO AMB. KEELEY LETTER, 8/2/77 

1 . DEPARTMENT APPRECIATES DILEMMA FACED BY BOTH USUN AND 
PORT LOUIS AS A RESULT OF RAMGOOLAM'S APPARENT EAGERNESS 
TO FIRM UP APPOINTMENT WITH THE PRESIDENT DURING HIS UNGA 
VISIT. HOWEVER, TWO PROBLEMS EFFECTIVELY PRECLUDE ANY 
DEFINITIVE RESPONSE YET: 

A. TENTATIVELY, PRESIDENT WILL NOT BE IN NEW YORK DURING 
RAMGOOLAM VISIT AS PRESENTLY SCHEDULED (9/22-9/30). SOME 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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FORM OF CONTACT IN NEW YORK WOULD BE EASIER TO MANAGE THAN 
APPOINTMENT IN WASHINGTON. 

B. PRESIDENT'S SCHEDULE FOR9/22-9/30 

PERIOD IS NOT YET 

MADE UP. IN ITS RECOMMENDATIONS FOR MEETINGS WITH THE 
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PRESIDENT DURING THIS YEAR'S UNGA, AF GAVE RAMGOOLAM HIGH 
PRIORITY, BUT THERE ARE MANY IMPORTANT COMPETING DEMANDS 
ON PRESIDENT S TIME. 

2. WHILE WE DO NOT NOW FORECLOSE THE POSSIBILITY OF A 
MEETING WITH THE PRESIDENT, ADDRESSEES SHOULD DEFINITELY 
AVOID AN OVER-OPTIMISTIC PORTRAYAL OF THE CHANCES. A 
DEFINITIVE ANSWER IS UNLIKELY BEFORE THE FIRST WEEK OF 
SEPTEMBER. 

3. FYI ONLY : IF A PRESIDENTIAL MEETING IS NOT POSSIBLE, 

WE MAY BE ABLE TO OFFER MEETING WITH 

SECRETARY VANCE IN NEW YORK. REQUEST PORT LOUIS COMMENTS 

ON UTILITY OF SUCH A MEETING. CHRISTOPHER 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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